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The Wreck of the Alexion | 
» (Cape Parry, 1906} 4 


D ea the great disasters that have struck our lonely coast 
° wreck of the Alexander warms our hearts the most 
r she took no lives, bereft no wives .. , 
$ onto the rocks she hove - 
d the crew jumped off with a list of stock 
And om a treasure trove. 
n you could hear Jim tell i as he sits in his tent today 
Warming ‘his hands octal a cup of tea, recalling that 


e ean tell it short, he can tell it car 
jing to time and thirst 

r Jim is one of the Wolkis 

d the Wolkis Sai there first. 


ACCO 


There were calicoes and whitemen’s clothes, 
Lard in three-pound pails 
Tons and tons of rusty guns 
And kegs of old bent nails; 
There was whisky whisky whisky 
x Brandy y rum and tea 
* ‘And all that’s necessary 
ae whale the Beaufort Sea. 
; fs ess beef, roast beef 
ait beef and bully 
“2 Primus stoves and oil lamps 


the sea to aren. 


a 


ae 


ne Alexander's. owners were from Massachusetts State 
captain Tilton master was, young Shadrach was first mate 
nder steam and sail they chased the whale 

And 'wintered many a season 

il they rammed full bore Cape Parry’s shore 

‘or no apparent reason. 


they lowered in a whaleboat with the captain urging haste! 
A hundred leagues to Herschel; we got no time to waste.” 
en Tilten spied the mate top-side: 
ever mind the glory! 
2 boat’s not full, jump in and pull; 
e nig the ‘eae de e 


left cigars and spars and cathead stars 
ky telescope 
aye aban! and quinine pills 
1 stethoscope 
Tactern ? s of frazzled rope 
th yoy poo , 
ite 


ayy And Copan Tilton’ 3 glasses. 


or », a plugged trombone 
md pounds of bowhead bone 
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Wolki’s camp ‘at Baillie was their only gam ashore 

They ate some grub while they dried their pants, then 
then pulled for Herschel more 

And as they neared poor ‘Tilton feared 

They surely pulled in vain ©». 

But still in his fist was the cargo list 

For the Tilton Brothers claim. ~ 


In Pauline Cove by Yankee luck a single whaler stayed 
The fleet had sailed for Frisco but the Hansen had delayed 
So clutching the list of the goods in risk 

With the guarantee company 

Tilton hailed a ride and sailed Oates 

To collect the indemnity. 


For violins, belaying pins 
Thread and twine and cable 

._ A mincing-horse, a salted corpse 
And Shadrach’s billiard table 
Rigging caps, baseball bats 
And nickel-plated spoons 
Coffee pots and rundown clocks 
Harmonicas and prunes. 


White washes, winter squashes 

Shears for cutting pink 

Scuppers plugs and china mugs 

A bathtub lined with zinc 

Sailors palms and shoulder bombs 

A-spanking new Winchester 

And beans and beans and beans and beans 

And a leaky old so’wester. ‘ 


The Tilton Brothers made it; they pulled right hard for 
luck 

And history should reward them with notice of their pluck 
But the wreck of the Alexander deserves a larger niche 
As one of the rare occasions when the Huskies struck it rich, 
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